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“Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 
James 2:17 

 
 
You’ve spent days, probably weeks now working on your goals for this new year.  Maybe you’ve created a vision 
board with images of every dream, vision and idea you have for your future.  You have Visualized every detail 
down to the fulfillment of your goals, dreams and visions.  You see it and you Believe it.  Your greatest desire is 
to accomplish every goal you have set out.  You are now on a mission.  A mission to Achieve those dreams.  So 
now, what comes next? 
 
Now it’s time to take Action.  To put works behind your faith.  James 2:17 tells us, “Faith by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead.”   Let’s apply this to our every day lives.  When we set goals, create these 
beautiful intricate vision boards, in order to achieve those goals, we must take action.  It’s pointless to sit and 
create a list of goals, to share those vivid dreams with others, if all we do is just stare at that board or simply talk 
about those dreams.  Just the same, when we say we are women of faith but put no action behind our faith, what 
good is our faith.    
 
In Hebrews 11:8-10 we learn about Abraham and the action he put behind his faith in God.   
 
“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, 
even though he did not know where he was going.  By faith he made his home in the promise land like a 
stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise.  For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.”  
 
When we read about Abraham’s action behind his faith, we see how Abraham had visualized this promise land.  
He could envision what God had planned for him.  So he did just as God had asked him to do.  He went forward 
even though he had no clue where he was going.  He trusted God.  He was faithful and through his great faith, his 
works showed through his actions.   
 
We should apply this same principal in every area of our lives.  If we desire to grow our relationship with God, 
we desire to become more intimate with Him, we must take time to spend with God.  Read our bibles and study 
His word.  Spend those intimate moments in prayer with Him.  Not just simply fitting Him into our busy schedules 
but making Him a priority in our day. 
 
I mentioned a few weeks ago in a blog how we need to take ACTION in order to get our visions, goals and dreams 
met.  We need to start putting ACTION in MOTION!  Don’t just sit there staring at your vision board or list of 
goals you have perfectly written out on that legal pad, like I did.  I admit.  I spent a few days just staring at it with 
all sorts of thoughts running through my head.  But I had to stop the insanity I was putting myself through.  And 
put works behind my faith.  I realized God put that vision in my heart, but I was the one that had to put the 
ACTION into MOTION. 
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Begin by creating a PLAN OF ACTION.  Sometimes taking action means making a list.  Like a To-Do list with 
where you need to start first.  If not, you will go aimlessly, with no agenda trying to fulfill those goals.  Once you 
have your list ready, start getting to work.  Put ACTION into MOTION.  
 
It’s like creating that perfect recipe for cookies.  You create a list of all the ingredients it requires for the perfect 
batch of cookies.  Before you start, you have to be sure to read that list and not just start at the end of the list.  You 
start with the first step, then move onto the next and so on.  Attaining our goals acts the same way.  We must take 
each step one at a time.  Then we can create our perfect cookie…our GOAL, our VISION, our DREAM. 
 
As we continue reading through Hebrews, we see where in Chapter 11 speaks of the many champions of faith 
that put action behind their faith in various ways.  It continues on to say in verse 13-16, “All these people were 
still living by faith when they died.  They did not receive the things promises; they only saw them and welcomed 
them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth.  People who say such things 
show that they are looking for a country of their own.  If they had been thinking of the country they had left, 
they would have had opportunity to return.  Instead they were longing for a better a country – a heavenly one.  
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.” 
 
I love that scripture shows us that these individuals never once lost their vision and never once stopped putting 
action behind their works.  Despite the difficulties, despite the obstacles, they never quit pushing forward.  
Sometimes we may not see our goals fulfilled right away.  Sometimes they may not happen within the year we 
allotted.  But I can assure you, with persistence and determination, your ACTIONS will eventually result in the 
accomplishment of reaching your goals.  Each individual mentioned in Hebrews 11, all had a promise made to 
them.  Each one died with that desire for something greater.  The promise to be with God one day.  And God was 
sure to prepare His great city for the day they will all join him.  Their great works, their determination and 
persistence all paid off.  For one day they will reach the better country they envisioned. 
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By creating a plan of Action and putting Motion behind it, can you the take the necessary steps to 
achieving your goals.  Faith Without Action, is like baking cookies without the ingredients. 
 
 
  What can you do today to put ACTION into MOTION? 
 
  What will it take to get you to the next step? 
 
  How can you stay focused on your visions, dreams and goals? 
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