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The Israelites Rebel 

Numbers 14:1-9 
 

“That is why we labor and strive, because we have put our 
hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all people, 

especially of those who believe”   
1 Timothy 4:10 

 
 Right before the New Year, I had created my Vision Board for 2018.  Part of that Vision Board were 
items I hoped to have completed before 2018 even came.  One was a I have been working on for nearly 
three years that had been delayed, yet again.  But I didn’t allow these delays to stop me from pushing 
forward.  At times I would become discouraged, questioning if in fact this was truly God’s vision He had 
placed on my heart or was it me?  Timing clearly was not on my side.  Delays and obstacles, one right after 
another, began to interfere with me accomplishing this one goal.  I couldn’t understand why.  It was easy 
to allow my emotions to take reign over my peace of mind and trust that God would see this dream come 
to pass.  But in my moments of weakness, discouragement tried to pull be down.   
 
 Isn’t this usually the case.  The moment we don’t see our goals and dreams being fulfilled we begin 
to get discouraged.  We allow our emotions to overcome our peace of mind.  We begin to doubt and 
question.  And for some, in those moments that everything appears as a total fail, we simply QUIT!   
 
 Why?  It’s simple.  We stop BELIEVING in what we had once VISUALIZED.  We stop BELIEVING in 
our dreams, visions, and goals.  We stop BELIEVING in what God placed in our hearts.  We stop BELIEVING 
in what God’s promises are.  And we stop BELIEVING that God will fulfill His promises to us.  We stop 
BELIEVING we can ACHIEVE! 
 
 In Numbers 14 starting in verse 1, we learn how the Israelites began to rebel against Moses and 
Aaron.   
 
That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept aloud.  All the Israelites 
grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in 
Egypt!  Or in this wilderness!  Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword?” 

 
 

Why do you believe the Israelites became so angry and rebellious? 
 
 You see, the Israelites had already been freed from being slaves to Pharoah and the Egyptians.  When 
Moses led them out of the hands of Egypt, he led them with a promise from God.  This promise was of the 
promise land that would flow with milk and honey.  But when led out of the hands of Egypt, what the 
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Israelites didn’t expect was that to get to this promise land, it would take time, time in the wilderness.  The 
Israelites became impatient and constantly complained of one thing or another.  Always coming back to 
those feelings that maybe they would have been better off back in Egypt.  Verse 3 goes on to say, “Wouldn’t 
it be better for us to go back to Egypt?”    
 
 In their moment of weakness, the Israelites began to question if they would have been better off 
back in Egypt.  They could not longer see the vision of this beautiful promise land…this land of milk of 
honey.  A land that would yield bountiful crops.  A land promised by God.  Instead all their focus was on 
their obstacles, their trials, their lack of.  Because they had not reached the promise land on THEIR time 
frame, they became bitter, frustrated and discouraged. 
 
Are we not this very same way?  Do we not get frustrated, at times bitter and discouraged the moment we 
lose site of our visions?  God’s promises?  Our purpose?  We lose our patience and that’s when all this 
discouragement and discontentment just settles into our spirit and minds.  Our focus is redirected from 
what could be to an attitude that this will never happen. 
 
 The Israelites could only see their current troubles and the obstacle of a land promised to them 
being owned and inhabited by people more powerful than them.  They could not visualize anymore of how 
mighty God was.  They began to complain that why would God bring them this far just so they could fail…so 
they could die at the hands of those more powerful. 
 
 When God gives us a promise, a vision, a dream, He does NOT and I repeat, He does NOT give us 
these promises just to let us down.  He gives us these promises, visions and dreams because He believes in 
us and wants the very best for us.  But this will take work on our part.  And that right there is what the 
Israelites had a problem with.  They had to work their faith muscles!  They had to TRUST God and believe 
that for every obstacle came a solution.  They had to be PATIENT and UNDERSTANDING of God’s timing.  
Not expectant that God works on their timeframe. 

 
How do you believe God responded to these complaints?   
 

 Can you imagine for a moment how this must have made God feel?  In Numbers 14:11 it says, The 
LORD said to Moses, “How long will these people treat me with contempt?  How long will they refuse 
to believe in me, in spite of all the signs I have performed among them.”  Clearly God became upset.  
Had it not been enough all He had done for them thus far, every miraculous sign He performed that they 
still complained and became discouraged, no longer believing in His promises.   
 
 

 Believe You WILL Achieve 
 
 In our last discussion we learned how we must Visualize first our goals, dreams and visions.  We 
must SEE IT before anything else.  Whether in a dream or God places it in your heart.  The very instance 
we begin to visualize this, we see it and it becomes real to us.  The more we see it, the more we want it, 
the more we strive for it.  But it takes more than just seeing it.  It takes BELIEVING in it!  You MUST 
BELIEVE in order to Achieve.   
 When we are faced with obstacles and begin feeling discouraged, we must seek God for clarity…for 
His reassurance that we are on the right track.    Because when we don’t, we can easily lose our way and 
fall off our path.  The Israelites lost sight of God’s promise.   They no longer saw their ability to attain this 
promise land when faced with so many challenges.  What they failed to realize was they needed to not 
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only be patient, but all persistent in their journey.  They needed to work their faith muscles out and keep 
believing that God would fulfill his promises to them.   
 
 Just as the Israelites, we too must work our faith muscles out.  We must learn to be patient and not 
give in to our frustrations.  We must continue to visualize our goals and dreams.  We should not be so 
quick to just quit and give up just because it isn’t going as we planned or in the time frame we chose.  Be 
more open to change.  Know that sometimes the direction we are going can change.  And this will result in 
a good thing when we trust God.  Continue to seek God’s direction in all you do.  Ask God for clarity and 
discernment when making decisions.  Don’t just be so quick to jump ship or redirect your path believing 
you have a better way than the one God is leading you on.   
 
 Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”  Trust in God that 
the promises He makes He will fulfill.  Trust in His timing. 
 
 Philippians 4:13 says, “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”  Believe in your 
abilities and talents.  Believe that those goals and dreams you have can be and will be achieved.  Believe 
that He will strengthen you and equip you with all your needs. 
 
 1 Chronicles 16:11 says, “Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always (continually seek 
Him).” 
 
 Psalm 40:1 says, “I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry.”  Do not lose 
patience in God’s timing.  Do not lose patience when those dreams and goals don’t come to pass on your 
time.  Wait patiently and know that all things that are God given are God driven.  And He WILL bring them 
to fruit. 
 
 

Believe You WILL Achieve 
You must BELIEVE it to Achieve it!  Believing that God will equip you with all you need to achieve 

your dreams is step one and the most crucial step of all.  Believe that He will bring those visions 

to pass.  Also, remember to Believe in YOU.  Believe in your abilities and what you WILL Achieve. 

 

  How can you stay focused on your visions and goals? 

 

  What can you do today to keep believing in your visions and goals? 

 

  How can your actions today help you overcome the obstacles keeping you  

  from fulfilling your visions and goals? 
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