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“But let him ask in faith with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of 

the sea driven and tossed by the wind.” James 1:6 

 

Do you remember as a kid making your Christmas Wish List?  Oh, the excitement of writing down 

every single toy you have been dreaming about.  I remember my kids getting so excited with the Toys R 

Us Catalog and their big box of markers.  Each of our sons picked a different color marker and between 

all the catalogs they held onto with dear life, they circled away.    

 

Just recently my niece Khloe did this very same thing.  But hers was far more detailed.  She showed me 

her Christmas Wish List she had posted for everyone to see on her refrigerator.  This wasn’t some 9 x 11 

sheet of filler paper.  Oh no, this was a lonnnnng sheet of paper, almost poster size.  Every inch 

intricately covered in images of store names and items she is wishing for Christmas.  With no care of 

cost or worry what if mom and dad say no, she clipped away.  Now that’s what I call bold with some 

serious EXPECTATIONS! 

 

Driving home I thought of her poster size Christmas Wish List.  How bold she was when she went about 

selecting her gift wishes.  She has this expectation that mom and dad, including her uncle and I will 

surely grant her wishes.  I realized that night, we too should pray to God with that same expectation.  

But most often, we pray with a timid, I don’t want to ask for too much, I’ll just settle for just this little, 

kind of attitude.   

 

Not long ago, we had the pleasure of seeing Joseph Prince at church.  He made this incredible statement 

that left us thinking.  “We should not come to God asking Him to simply fill our cup.  We should come 

asking Him to fill our reservoir.”  He was right!!!  I had been finding myself just praying with a get by 

prayer.  Just bless me with enough to sustain me.  And well, God was doing just that.  He sustained us 

during this season.  In 2 Kings 3:16 Elisha says, “This is what the Lords says:  I will fill this valley 

with pools of water.”  God wants to fill your valleys with pools of blessings.  But like Joseph Prince 

said, we just ask for a mere cup.   

 

Let’s look at 1 Kings 17:17-24.  Elijah was staying with a widowed woman and her son at God’s 

request.  This woman gave of the very last of her food to feed Elijah and in turn God had multiplied her 

jar of flour that it never ran out.  Her jug of oil never went empty.  But in verse 17 we learn where things 

took a turn.  She had seen the blessing from God for obeying His request by feeding and sheltering 

Elijah.  But then circumstances shifted in a whole different direction.  Doesn’t that seem to happen in 

our own lives.  Verse 17-19 says, “Sometime later the son of the woman who owned the house became 

ill.  He grew worse and worse, and finally stopped breathing.  She said to Elijah, “What do you have 

against me, man of God?  Did you come to remind me of my sin and kill my son?  “Give me your son, 

“Elijah replied. 

 

Elijah took her son to a room upstairs and there he began pleading with God.  But not like you may 

expect.  Verses 20-21 says, “Then he cried out to the Lord, “Lord my God, have you brought tragedy 

even on this widow I am staying with, by causing her son to die?”  Then he stretched himself out on 

the boy three times and cried out to the Lord, “Lord my God, let this boy’s life return to him?”  Elijah 

came to God praying in expectation.  He was bold in his cries to God.  Elijah came to God with all faith 
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believing God could revive this child.  And God did!  We read in verse 21 where it says, “The Lord 

heard Elijah’s cry, and the boy’s life returned to him, and the lived.”    

 

God heard Elijah’s cries and pleas.  And He saw how bold in expectation Elijah was.  He didn’t fear 

coming to God.  He surely didn’t accept the death as being the end.  Elijah’s faith was so strong that he 

knew God was capable of anything.   

 

We read in 1 John 5:14-15 where it says, “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him”.  See that!  

When we go to God we go in confidence to Him.  Because we believe in God to fulfill all His promises 

to us. We go believing He is the God of possibilities.  Not impossibilities.  The verse goes on to say, 

“that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever 

we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.”   

 

You see, sometimes we go to God and ask for something and that something just never happens for us.  

It’s not that God rejected you or your request.  You want this, you see it as what’s best for you.  But 

remember, God didn’t reject you, He simply wants to give you His Best, what’s in His Will for you 

because His best far exceeds your best.  Part of coming to God boldly in confidence with expectations of 

receiving what you have asked Him for, also means accepting of God’s Will.  Had Elijah simply 

accepted the fate of death of this boy, the widow’s son would have never been brought back to life.  And 

the widow herself would have never grown in her faith.  So how do we pray in expectation?  How do we 

pray with a fierce bold attitude? 

 

HOW TO PRAY IN EXPECTATION 
 

1. BELIEVE with a complete heart of faith in what you are petitioning God for. 

Mark 11:24 says, Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have       

received it, and it will be yours. 

2. BE BOLD when going into prayer with God.  Don’t pray with a timid just give me enough to 

get by kind of attitude.  Pray without worrying about your circumstance but give it to God. 

James 1:6 says, “Ask boldly, believingly, without a second thought.  People who “worry 

their prayers” are like wind-whipped waves.” 

3. BE EXPECTANT believing without doubt that God will answer your prayers. 

Jeremiah 17:14 says, “Heal me, Lord, and I will be healed; save me and I will be saved.” 

4.  TRUST God’s will. 

Psalm 143:8 says, “Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my 

trust in you.” 

John 5:30 says, “I can do nothing on My own initiative As I hear, I judge; and My judgment 

is just, because I do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.” 

5. BE THANKFUL as though God has already granted your request. 

Psalm 66:19-20 says, “but God has surely listened and has heard my prayer.  Praise be to 

God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld His love from me!” 

 

   

 

 


